Washington Post, 1°" avril 1917

Draw the sword of Liberty ! Dégainez I’épée de la Liberté !

Trois possibilités s’offrent aux Etats-Unis dans I'attitude a tenir face a I'Allemagne :
- abandonner ses droits et refuser le combat
- déclarer qu’un état de guerre existe et mener a contrecoeur une guerre limitée et de fait
inefficace
- déclarer la guerre et employer immédiatement toute son énergie et ses ressources afin d’obtenir
une prompte et totale défaite de I'ennemi.

La premiére possibilité est suggérée par des pacifistes poltrons, préts a demander la paix a tout prix,
méme a celui de ’lhonneur national.

La deuxiéme pourrait étre a tort défendue par des hommes soucieux de défendre I’honneur national mais
apeurés a la seule idée d’une guerre vigoureuse et agressive.

La troisieme nous a été enseignée par un passé parfois difficile comme la seule voie a suivre.

Une infime proportion du peuple américain est actuellement assez poltronne pour souhaiter la paix aux
dépends de I’honneur.

Nous ne pensons pas que ces pacifistes puissent influencer le Congreés.

Nous pensons que le Président Wilson avertira le Congrés qu’un état de guerre existe en raison des actes
de I'Allemagne et nous croyons que le Congres fera immédiatement une déclaration en ce sens, a une
écrasante majorité sinon a I'unanimité.

Il y a toutefois une possibilité que de nombreux membres du Congres et de I'administration n’aient pas
pleinement conscience de I'importance de mener sans tarder une guerre agressive, avec toute la force
possible.

Le danger serait de lever une armée inadaptée, de commander en quantité insuffisante équipements et
approvisionnement et d’éviter des opérations militaires et navales agressives.

()

Du chancelier von Bethmann Hollweg au plus petit (...) pilote de sous-marin, les Allemands croient que les
Etats-Unis sont un agglomérat de peuples, divisés et incapables de concentrer leurs forces dans un état de
guerre agressif comme I’Allemagne a pu le faire. lls entendent la proposition d’envoyer un régiment
américain ou deux sur le front en France et ils rient avec mépris. lls lisent les débats du Sénat et sont
convaincus que le Président et le Congrés ne sont pas du méme avis. lls apprennent que les Etats-Unis ne
disposent que de vingt-six avions ; que les mitrailleuses ne fonctionnent pas ; que les nouveaux vaisseaux
militaires ne seront pas terminés avant trois ou cing ans ; que le Congrés n’a pas réussi a faire passer la loi
sur les crédits militaires. (...)

L'Allemagne a commis une lourde méprise en pensant qu’elle pouvait écraser la France. Elle s’est
complétement trompée en imaginant que I’Angleterre refuserait de combattre. Elle interpréte

aujourd’hui de fagon erronée le tempérament russe.

Montrons lui gqu’elle a fait sa plus grosse erreur en osant essayer de chasser le drapeau américain des
océans, quand elle a envoyé ses pirates et assassiné des Américains.

Membres du Congrées, ne prenez pas ces sauvages a la légére! Ne sous-estimez pas leurs capacités



démoniaques ni leur pouvoir! Ne prenez pas contre eux de demi-mesures! Déclarez-leur la guerre et
plongez le poignard jusqu’a la garde! Levez une armée, non pas une pauvre petite garde pour 6 mois, mais
un million d’hommes pour toute la durée de la guerre, et levez-en un autre million en réserve. Construisez
des avions, non par douzaines mais par milliers. Donnez-nous une marine marchande et soutenez-la avec
des cuirassés et des navires de guerre! Augmentez le personnel de la Marine a hauteur d’au moins
125 000 hommes. Votez la loi sur I'espionnage. Donnez au Président un million de Dollars pour I'effort de
guerre.

Membres du Congres! Les manes [esprits] de vos péres vous observent et attendent que vous déchainiez
les éclairs de la Liberté. Des voix ancestrales vous avertissent qu’il est temps pour vous de protéger cette
nation contre les sauvages qui I'attaquent. Vous avez aujourd’hui un millier de fois la force et le pouvoir
gu’avaient vos aieux quand ils ont créé les Etats-Unis. Utilisez cette force! Employez ce pouvoir! (...)



L

THE WASHIN

R i
TUhe Washingtor Poost, !
TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION,
Delivered by Carrier in Washingion and

Alexzandrin, 2

Daily, Sunday included, one month....80 70

Najly, Hundar instuded, one waak..... 20

Datly, Suuday sxeepted, ane fnoath.... 58

D&ilY, Bpuduy excepled, ous wosk. .... 16
By Mail, Posiage Prepaid.

Tandly, Sul‘may exceplod, ONB YOAL ... .56 G0

Dully, Sunday included, UNE FeaT... ... k] IIQ

» Sunday excepted, ons month...., 5%

aily, Bunday iacluded, one month.... T3

bynday, oue yenr... 3 &0

Sunday, six months... trssensane 1 25

All Subscriptions by Mail
Payable in Advance.
Semlitances should be made by drafis,
checks, poslofice orders, reglaterad letters
orl expraas orders, payzble 1o :

THE WASHINGTON FOST CO,
Washingten, D. C;

EDWARD- E. Mel.LEAN, Preaidsnt.

Kntered at (he pustoffice at Washington,
D. €, a3 gacond-oluss mall matter. '

Forelgn Advertising Iapresentntivas—
FPAUL BLOUK, 250 Fifth Avenue, New York;
‘Multere Building, -Chicago; 2301 Peronghirs
Birvesi, dHosing; 1511 Kreswe Buitding,
Dntraji.

Sunday, April §, 1997.

Traitorous Faeifists.

Large slveviisemenis are appearing
tu ihe mebrenolitan nswepapers, skili-
irlly weitler: for tae parpess of stitting
e ol Bt Al Fussldies and han
Siepuding Ampricans trom eniinting iy
the wirifhat iy eoming, Oller sdépe.
tlanmemts  appeall to cowprdien, salfali
lads ov ignursner By si2bkieg alse plons
for poxes ai avy arlee.  MInga auwmo aie
vndd for these adverileements.

The our ig @t hand when cowardly ov
traltorous patifists wlll not dare to
spread -this propaganda of Germany. The .
law will seize and punish them for sedi-
tion. Th¢r are reising their hands
“againgt the operations of government.

: Until wer js declared the pacifists who
-are gulity of thls aniipatviotic’ agitution
Care lmmune from punishrisnt. But {Hey
‘are marking themselves. They will be
. witehed Tor Lreachery againgt the natiok.
: They are sliowing themselves to be capa-
ible ol crime against the Amecican flag.

Al thig tims, when tha Unifed States is

~om the verge of war. The Washington

Post helisves thaf the advertisements in

guestivn are an abuse of the right of

‘Iree speech. 1 Mosy . ‘ol nresume to

judge other  newspapers which priot

these 'advertisements, but for itself, It

. will not print them. 1t has tejected
these sdvertlsements, and will continua
to do =a,

Perhaps ihe Department af lTustice is
Investigating tus source of the money
that pays for these advertisaments. 1f
il 1 not inguiring inlo the subjact it
should do 8o, - K

. “Trodson “ngalnst the Tnitsd ‘Btates
__shall consizt only in levying-war agatust

“them. or [n adhering to their epemies,
- glving them ald and comfert.”* An ef-
fort to prevent the voluntary enlistment

of American eltizens for the defense of

thelr comntry ig treasomable in time of

-war. Tt 18 gedition at any time. *The

haps af {mpurnity is a stroog incitement
' Lo medition” said Hamilton. The pacl-

fatz will not long enjoy fmpunity. I

ihey sré wike theoy will cazse thelr agita-

“tlon befors they are legally classifiéd as

public enemics and paulghed accordingly.

———————
Display the Flag!

Slrazfly iiere ewn be obseried in
Warhingiva a remarkadie desres of re-
sparss S0 (5e Appedls that hikve besn

| mancuvering for an opportunity to sever our jugular vein.

“u8 a merchant marine. Rush the battle cruisers and battleships and sub-

Draw the Sword of Liberiy!

Thres courses ars open to the United States in dealing with Germany :

1t cun abandon its rights and refuse to fight.

1t can declare that a state of war exists and then carry on & half-hearied;
partial, gualified, and therefore ineffectual war.

It ean declare war and immediately utilize all its energles and resources
ior the prompt and complete defeat of the enemy,

The first course is suggested by the coward pacifists who demand veace |
at any price, including national honor.

The second cotrse may be mistakenly advocated by men who are willing
io defend the national honor, but who shrink from the thought of proge-
cuting & vigorous aggressive war, ;

The third course is that which hard facts and past experience show
be advisable and necessary.

A small propertion of the American people are actually so cowardly as
to desire peace above honor. We do not helieve these pacifists will he
influential in Congress,

We believe that President Wilson will advise Congress that a state of
war exists by resson of Germany’s acts, and wa believe that Congress will
immediately make 2 declaration accordingly, by an overwhelming if not
unanimous vote,

There is a possibility, however, that a considerable element in Cotgress
and the administration will not fully appreciate the importance of waging
aggressive war at once, with all the force at the command of the nation.
There is danger that an inadequate army will be provided ; that insufficient
supplies and equinment will be ordered, and thai the policy maz be o
avoid aggressive military and navai operations. The enemy will throw
ot falde peace proposals, and our war policy may be halting and vacillating i
wiile we pursue the phantom of peace with savages who are merely

The blood 6f American boys will be upon the heads of those who 7l i
to throw the whale weight of thiz naiion into the ‘war, once war is declared, |
Hvery day of foltering will mean e useless shedding of Amexican blood. |

The quarrel with Germany will never be ssttled right until Germany s |
whippad, A makeshift arrangement with an undefeatad Germany swould
mean another war. Germany will cease to be & meance to the independence|
of ‘the United Stiteronly whan ehe i hammennd to her knees wial convinged
by the only argument that sppesls {6 ber intellect—brute: force,

The hesititing use of inadéquate farce ngainst that internntlonal sutlaw
wuuld be andsysteod in only one way—that the United Siates i alield of
Germaay, [t would encounrage (Germany ynd lead to greaier exertious
dgainst ns, in the hope of overcoming us. American soldiers and sailors
would die needlessly in eonsequence.

From Chancellor von Bethmann Huollweg to the humhlest bomb-throwar
and submarine stoker the Germans believe the United States is a mere
conglomeration of peoples, divided among themselves, and unable to con~
centrate their strength in aggressive warfare as Germany has done, They
hear of the proposal to send n regiment or two of Americans to the French
front, and they laugh in seorn. They read the Senate debetes and are
sonvinced that Congress and the President are divided. They learn that
the United States has only 26 airplanes; that the machine guna do not
work; that the new naval vessels will not be completed for three or five
years; that Congress failed to pass the army appropriation hill: that the
pacifists are gathering at Washington to prevent any declaration of war,
and their secret apy reports encourage them fo helieve that domestic
viclence will keep all our troops busy.

Germany made a frightful mistake when she thought she eould crush
France. She blundered when she thought England would refuse to fight.
She now mistakes the temper of the people of Russia.

Let us show her that she made her greatest blunder when she dared to
order the American flag off the oeean; when she sent out her pirates and
murdéred Americans,

Americans in Congress! Do not trifle with these savages. Do not under-
estimate their deviligh skill and power. Do not tuke halfway messures
againigt them. Declare war on them, and then drive the knife home to
the hilt! Raise an army, not a pitiful eorporal’s guard for six months,
but a million men for the duration of the war, and another million in
reserve. Build airplanes, not by the dozen, but by the thousand. Give

marines to completion. Ircrease the personnel of the navy fo at least
125,000. Pass the egpionage bill. Cive the President $1,000,000,000 for
WAL expenses.

Americans in Congress! The spirits of your fathers look down upon
you and wait for you to let Jooge the thunderbolts of Liberty. Ancastrai
voices warn yot thet your time has come to guard ihis netion against the

-savage that assails it. You have a thousand times the strength and power

that your forefathers had when they established this Union. Use this
strength! Exert this power! Call into Deing the forces that will gmite
down end annthilate the barbarians who presume to tear the Ameri
flag from the skies?
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