A GIGANTIC TASK — Feeding and Supplying Western

‘While not as devastating as atomic
warfare, there are few weapons that
can paralyze a city as can hunger.
That was what the blockade of Ber-
lih meant. It was an attempt to force
the Western Allies to surrender their
position in Berlin—and the weapon
was hunger.

Not alone hunger of the two and
one-half million Germans who live
in the Western sectors, but also it
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was to be a hunger weapon against
the Americans, against the British,
and against the French. ,

A decision was made not to re-
treat from Berlin. The decision called
for the delivery of enough food, fuel,
and other necessities of life to keep
Berliners alive—and to keep Ameri-
cans and their families well fed. Like-
wise it was decided that the other

Western allies should not suffer be-
cause of the blockade.

To think of supplying a city of
two and one half million by air was
a daring concept. Heretofore in his-
tory, a beleaguered city required some
smuggled exit, or slow starvation
was 1nevitable,

Tn Berlin, the food ration was in-
creased during the period when the
Airlift was in operation. The Air-
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Berlin, a City of Two

lift became a new weapon to coun-
ter the hunger blow struck through
the blockade, and it was successful.

The supply of a city by air takes
intensive planning. In fact, to do an
adequate job requires a complete
tabulation of every item of food that
is to make up the menu of each and
every consumer. Italso requires com-
plete control over the output of each
industrial plant, and likewise a blank-
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and One Half Million

et control over the movements of
each man, woman, and child.

Food is rationed to Berliners on
a much stricter basis than at any
time during the period when food
was rationed in the United States.

The food requirements of Berlin
add up to the following tonnages:

Flour and wheat, 646 tons a day;
cereals, 125 tons a day; fats, 64

People.

tons a day; meat and fish, 109 tons;
dehydrated potatoes, 180 tons; sug-
ar, 85 tons; coffee, 11 tons; pow-
dered dry skimmed milk, 19 tons ;
dried whole milk for children, 5
tons; fresh yeast for baking, three
tons; dehydrated vegetables, 144
tons; salt, 38 tons, and cheese, 10
tons.

The food rations differ for various
classes of consumers. Persons en-
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