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» Democratic Governance Mission

Women in

the Arab world

(Maghreb and Mashrek)

Defence of women’s
rights

This project, endowed with
a budget of €2.32 million,
was implemented in part-
nership with the United
Nations Development Fund
for Women (UNIFEM).
Launched in December
2004, the project expired in
December 2008.

The project aimed to:

e contribute to a favou-
rable environment for
the defence of women’s
and family rights.

improve knowledge,
awareness, information
and the capacity of insti-
tutions and NGOs in the
area of women'’s rights.

Violence
women

In 2010, the Ministry of
Foreign and European Af-
fairs implemented an FSP
project to combat violence
against women (Algeria,
Morocco, Jordan, Mali, Ni-
ger, Cameroon), endowed
with a budget of €1.5 mil-
lion over three years.
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Active diplomacy internationally

B For a number of years, France has played an
active role in the adoption of international trea-
ties and commitments on the protection and pro-
motion of women’s rights. France has contributed
to the adoption of the resolutions of the UN Secu-
rity Council’s Women, Peace and Security Agen-
da. The resolutions assert the importance of the
participation of women, who are often the main
victims of armed conflict, in peace-building and
post-conflict reconstruction. Since 2006, France
and the Netherlands have advanced an annual
resolution of the UN General Assembly, aimed
at strengthening action to eliminate all forms of
violence against women. In March 2010, French
diplomacy contributed to the adoption of an im-
portant ministerial declaration by the Internatio-
nal Organisation of la Francophonie (OIF) on the
same issue.

B France actively defends and promotes women’s
right in international forums. In 2009, France pro-
posed the implementation of a new mechanism
on laws and practices that discriminate against
women at the Human Rights Council (HRC) to
supplement existing mechanisms. France sup-
ports the work of the International Criminal
Court, whose Statue now lists rape and sexual sla-
very, enforced prostitution, forced pregnancy, en-
forced sterilisation and “any other form of sexual
violence of comparable gravity” as crimes against
humanity and war crimes.

B France adopted the declaration and the plat-
form for action of the 1995 Beijing Conference
on Women, which is still a key roadmap today.
France supports the initiatives aimed at achie-
ving the Millennium Development Goals (parti-
cularly MDG 3 on gender equality and women’s
empowerment). France supports the work of
the Committee that monitors progress on im-
plementing the Convention on the Elimination
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Women’s rights are a key priority
of France’s external action to res-
pect and protect human rights.
France has been highly active in
combating all forms of violence
against women (sexual violence,
domestic violence, female genital
mutilation, inhuman or degrading
treatment) and in promoting gen-
der equality. One woman in three
has been raped or abused at least
once in her life*. Women are also
the primary victims of human traf-
ficking.

*On average, according to a recent report by the
WHO.

of All Forms of Discrimination against Women
(CEDAW), which France ratified in 1984.

B The commitment of French diplomacy to wo-
men’s rights is reiterated at European level. When
France held the presidency of the European Union
(EU) in the second half of 2008, it assisted the im-
plementation of the EU Guidelines on violence
against women (December 2008), which are a
roadmap for the diplomatic network of the EU
as a whole.

B In addition to bilateral and multilateral political
negotiations with governments and at internatio-
nal organisations, and its active participation in EU
initiatives, France also takes confidential steps to
protect women, particularly in individual cases of
human rights violations.



Practical support for civil society and governments

B French diplomacy has made women’s rights a priority of France’s
development cooperation. Its actions seek to establish regular,
continuous and constructive dialogue with governments and civil
society on women’s rights. International Women’s Day (8 March)
is one of the highlights of France’s cooperation policy, and is cele-
brated in France and by diplomatic missions through various activi-
ties (cultural events, roundtables, etc.). This policy is guided by the
democratic governance strategy (adopted in December 2006) and
consists in building capacity and facilitating ownership of the issues
by enabling local actors (particularly women) to play a large role in
defining, implementing and evaluating public policies.

B France has several instruments for implementing its cooperation
policy: projects through the Priority Solidarity Fund (FSP), financial
contributions to international organisations, subsidies for French
and international NGOs working on priority issues, grants to human
rights defenders, support for projects on women'’s rights eligible for
EU funding, and a programme of invitations for future leaders.

B At national level, French diplomacy has set up a Gender Equality
and Development Platform, which involves many different part-
ners. Under the impetus of the Minister of State for Cooperation
and the Francophonie, Alain Joyandet, the Ministry of Foreign and
European Affairs has created a position for a gender equality offi-
cer and launched an FSP project on “gender and economic develop-
ment, support for women as actors in development” endowed with
a budget of €3 million.

Beijing + 15

The Fourth World Conference on Women, held in Beijing in Sep-
tember 1995, was attended by 188 countries and led to a political
declaration and a platform for action, which were adopted una-
nimously. At the 54th session of the Commission on the Status of
Women (CSW), “Beijing + 15”, the 15-year Review of the Imple-
mentation of the Beijing Platform for Action, France joined the
Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights
and the NGO Equality Now in reiterating the commitments made
in Beijing on repealing discriminatory laws.
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CIMADE: Regional project on the defence of the
rights of migrants, asylum seekers and refugees
Countries: Morocco, Algeria, Mali, Senegal, Niger and Mauritania
Budget: €230,562

This project seeks to preserve the fundamental rights of migrants,
asylum seekers and refugees in these six countries, with a special
focus on migrating women and minors.
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Fédération nationale des méres pour la paix: Sup-
port for the Maison des femmes in Istalif

Country: Afghanistan
Budget: €76,500

This project is designed to improve the status of women in the city
of Istalif in Afghanistan, by expanding the work of the Maison des
Femmes, set up in 2003.
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- The website of the United Nations
Development Fund for Women
www.unifem.org

- Information and resources portal
about gender and development

www.genreenaction.net
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Initiatives against human trafficking and sex tourism

Human trafficking covers sexual exploitation, domestic slavery and forced labour, of which the majority of
victims are women and girls, particularly from Central Europe, Asia and West Africa. France has developed
and supported a number of projects to combat people trafficking, mainly in partnership with the Organi-
sation for Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE), the International Labour Organisation (ILO) and the
International Organisation for Migration (IOM).
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