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282/2017  

NOTE VERBALE 
 
The OSCE Office for Democratic Institutions and Human Rights (ODIHR) presents its 
compliments to the Delegations and Foreign Ministries of the participating States of the 
Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe and has the honour to state the following: 
 
Following an invitation to observe the local elections in Georgia scheduled for autumn 2017 and in 
accordance with its mandate, the OSCE/ODIHR is preparing to deploy an Election Observation 
Mission (EOM) for these elections. The OSCE/ODIHR EOM is planning to commence its activities 
in Tbilisi on 13 September 2017. 
 
The OSCE/ODIHR relies upon the co-operation of participating States in seconding 28 long-term 
observers. Long-term observers should plan to arrive in Tbilisi on 18 September 2017. A briefing 
session is planned for 19 September 2017, after which the long-term observers will be deployed to 
their observation areas on 20 September 2017. The long-term observers should plan to remain in the 
country until 28 October 2017. Depending on a decision to observe second round contests, the long-
term observers should be able to stay until 18 November. The date of the second round is to be 
defined by the election authorities, as the election legislation provides it should be held within 25 
days following the first round. 
 
The attached information sheet provides further details. The involvement of long-term observers 
will permit observation of the administrative preparations for the elections, the campaign, 
adjudication of complaints, and the media.  
 
In addition, the OSCE/ODIHR requests the participating States to second 350 short-term observers 
for election day observation. A separate Information Sheet for short-term observers will be issued 
after deployment of the OSCE/ODIHR EOM. 
 
In the interest of a broad and balanced representation among participating States in election 
observation activities, the OSCE/ODIHR requests that any individual participating State nominates 
only up to 15 per cent of the total number of observers requested. 
 
Committed to achieving a better gender balance in its activities, the OSCE/ODIHR encourages the 
OSCE participating States to continue to second women as long-term observers. 
 
The OSCE/ODIHR avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the Delegations and Foreign 
Ministries of the participating States of the Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe 
the assurances of its highest consideration. 
 
Warsaw, 1 August 2017 
 
To the Delegations and Foreign Ministries 
of the OSCE participating States 


