
 







Moderated by Yves Blisson

Opening
Marie-Antoinette Maupertuis, President of the Assembly of Corsica, President of the CPMR Islands
Commission
Rachid El Abdi, President of the Rabat-Salé-Kenitra Region, President of United Regions - World
Forum of Associations of Regions

Panel 1.  Taking action against marine pollution and plastic pollution
Ahmed Khaled Said, Governor of Alexandria
Jean Hornain, Director General of Citeo
Roberto Occhiuto, President of the Intermediterranean Commission of the Conference of
Peripheral and Maritime Regions, President of Calabria Region
Fatimetou Abdel Malick, President of Nouakchott Region
Loïc Fauchon, President of the World Water Council
Agnès Rampal, President of President of the Agency for Sustainable Mediterranean Cities and
Territories
Dionysia-Theodora Avgerinopoulo, Special Envoy of the Greek Prime Minister for the Ocean, Chair
of the Environment Committee of the Hellenic Parliament

Panel 2. Preserving and restoring degraded marine ecosystems and marine protected areas
Renaud Dupuy de la Grandrive, President of the MedPAN Network
Patricia Ricard, President of the Institut océanographique Paul Ricard
Cyril Gomez, Deputy General Manager of the Institut océanographique de Monaco 
Alain Meyssonnier, President of the Water Mediterranean Institut
Josko Klisovic, President of the Commission for Sustainable Territorial Development of the Euro-
Mediterranean Regional and Local Assembly, member of the European Committee of the Regions
José Enrique Millo Rocher, Secretary General for External Action and the European Union at the
Junta de Andalucía
Mina Rouchati, Vice-President of the Budget, Financial Affairs and Programming Commission of
the Tangier-Tetouan-Al-Hoceima Regional Council, member of the Economic, Social and
Environmental Council of the Kingdom of Morocco
Rémy Rioux, Chief Executive Officer of the French Development Agency

9.15AM-9.20AM Opening words from the local authorities

9.20AM-9.55AM Mediterranean Day Opening Ceremony

Jean-Noël Barrot,  Minister for Europe and Foreign Affairs of France (TBC)
Dubravka Šuica, European Union Commissioner for the Mediterranean 
Mohamed Ali Nafti,  Minister for Foreign Affairs of Tunisia (TBC)

the role of local authorities in preserving the mediterranean
PROVENCE-ALPES-CÔTE D’AZUR REGION

buffet lunch
offered by Région Provence -Alpes-Côte d’azur

10.00AM-12.15PM

12.15PM-2.OOPM

mediterranean day program

Christian Estrosi, Mayor of Nice, President of the Nice Côte d'Azur metropolitan area, Deputy
President of the Provence-Alpes-Côte d’Azur region
Renaud Muselier, President of the Provence-Alpes-Côte d’Azur Region, Deputy President of Régions
de France

Installation of the panel for the mural created by the Deep Sea Conservation Coalition



Blue skills, careers and employment
Portugal l Marisa Lameiras da Silva, Director-General for Maritime Policy and WestMed CoChair
Algeria l Ziad R. Nesrine, CoFounder, Leancubator

Aquaculture and Fisheries
Morocco l Meryem Lhamzr, Senior Engineer, National Agency for the Development of Aquaculture 
Malta l Gilbert Balzan, Director Fisheries, Department of Fisheries and Aquaculture 

Maritime Clusters
Tunisia l Emna Sohlobji, President of the Tunisian Maritime Cluster 
Italia l Laurence Martin, Secretary-General, Federazione del Mare

Marine Renewable Energies
Spain l Juan Ramon Ayuso Ortiz, Head of Wind and Marine Energy Department, Institute for Energy
Diversification and Saving, Ministry for the Ecological Transition and Demographic Challenge
Mauro Randone, Coordinator, WWF Med

Decarbonization of the maritime sector
Greece l Antonios Avranas, Maritime Transport, Attaché, Permanent Representation of Greece to the
European Union and Elizabeth Batsara, Legal Officer, Ministry of Maritime Affairs and Insular Policy,
Directorate for Shipping
Egypt l Amiral Tarek Abdallah, President of Maritime Transport Sector 
Türkiye l Özlem Mulun Akpinar, Chief Executive Officer for Maritime Affairs of the Ministry of Transport and
Infrastructure 
France  l  Robin Guillon, Head of European and International Affairs, Port of Marseille

Pollution, restoration and circularity
Elisabetta Blasi, Head of Unit Ocean, Seas and Waters, European Commission
Katarzyna Marini, Chief Scientific Advisor, Mediterranean Expert Network on Climate Change, MedECC
Cristina Fossi, Professor of Ecology and Ecotoxicology, University of Siena
 

2.OOPM-4.OOPM UNION FOR THE MEDITERRANEAN
Finance and Innovation as accelerators for a Sustainable Blue Economy

Moderated by Chris Burns, journalist

Welcome and opening remarks
Cóstas Kadís, European Commissioner for Fisheries and Oceans
Aiman Soleiman, Commissioner for Environmental Affairs and Protected Areas at the Aqaba Special Economic
Zone Authority
Sara Aagesen, Minister for Ecological Transition and Demographic Challenge, Third Vice-President of the
Spanish Government — Signing ceremony for the Spanish contribution to the Blue Mediterranean Partnership
Nasser Kamel, Secretary-General of the Union for the Mediterranean 

Panel 1. Mobilising Blue Finance 

Blue Investments and Blue Entrepreneurship
Delilah Al Khudhairy, Director for Maritime Policy and Blue Economy, Directorate General on Maritime Affairs
and Fisheries, European Commission
Camilla Otto, Director Donor Partnerships, European Bank for Reconstruction and Development
Jesper Persson, Head of Division, Co-financing and Partnerships, European Investment Bank
Véronique Vouland-Aneini, Deputy Executive Director of Geographies, French Development Agency Director 

Featured grant programmes
Sophie Scarvelis, Head of Project Unit, Interreg Euro-Med Joint Secretariat
Aldo Puleo, Programme Manager, Interreg NEXT MED
Lisa Simone de Grunt, Director of Programmes, World Ocean Council

Panel 2. Innovation and technology as catalysts and accelerators for a Sustainable Blue Economy 



Intergenerational and inter-regional dialogue #1: Mediterranean lessons from the past and hopes
for the future
Moderated by Julien Rochette, Director of the Ocean Programme at the french Institute for
Sustainable Development and International Relations 
Rabeb Aloui, United Nations Environment Programme Youngo representative
Puri Canals, Director of Underwater Gardens

Intergenerational & inter-regional dialogue #2: Can Mediterranean protection become the norm
rather than the exception? 
Moderated by Pierre Cannet, ClientEarth

Emna Ben Lamine Halimi, the MedFund
François Sarano,  Doctor in Oceanography, Longitude 181

Closing

Announcement of the Pelagos Consortium by Philippe Mondielli, Scientific Director, Prince Albert
II of Monaco Foundation, with Giuseppe Notarbartolo Sciara and Greg Lecoeur, photographer
Ocean visioning survey outcome - what emerged: The Mediterranean we want, by Giuseppe Di
Carlo and Mia Marty, Monaco Oceanographic Institut
A Blue Sky Dialogue, with Rim Benzina, La Saison Bleue

Break6.15PM-6.45PM

Civil society envisioning Mediterranean Action in the Future
THE VARDA GROUP4.3OPM-6.15PM

Moderated by Rémi Parmentier, Director of The Varda Group

Opening
Remarks by Olivier Wanden, Vice-President and Chief Executive Officer of the Prince Albert II of
Monaco Foundation
Live survey on the vision of the Mediterranean, hosted by Giuseppe Di Carlo, Mediterranean
protection specialist

Success story #1: Marta Cavallé, Low Impact Fishers of Europe 

Success stories

#2 Karaburun Sazan : Co-management of a maritime protected area in Albania, by Laureta Sadrillaki,
Flag Pine Association
#3 Balearic Blue Pact: A Unified Effort to Protect the Balearic Sea, by Aniol Esteban with Marilles
Foundation
#4 Beyond Plastic Med, Notre Grand Bleu, by Ahmed Souki

Break4.00PM-4.30PM



CLOSING
UNITED NATION ENVIRONMENT PROGRAMME  MEDITERRANEAN ACTION PLAn6.45PM-7.35PM

Moderated by Karim Amellal, French Ambassador and Interministerial Delegate for the
Mediterranean, Ministry for Europe and Foreign Affairs of France

Assessment and challenges of the protection of the Mediterranean Sea
Tatjana Hema, Coordinator of the Mediterranean Action Plan of the United Nations Environment
Programme 
Guillaume Sainteny, President of the Plan Bleu
 
Presentation of the Mediterranean Environment Ministers’ meeting findings
Yasmine Fouad, Minister for Environment of Egypt (TBC)
Jože Novak, Minister for Natural Resources and Spatial Planning (TBC)

Q&A with the public

Cocktail ceremony
Offered by the Union for the Mediterranean

7.35PM-10.OOPM

UNITED NATIONS
OCEAN
CONFERENCE
nice 2025 france

MEDITERRANEAN DAY
JOURNÉE MÉDITERRANÉE

2025.06.10
يوم المتوسط
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