Generation Equality Forum France commits to gender equality and women's and girls' rights

France hosted the Generation Equality ForumParisfrom 30 June to 2 July. The evemas co
organized with Mexico under the aegis of UN Women and in partnership with civil society ane youth
led organizations. A quarter of a century after the last UN World Conference on Women, which took
place in Beijing in 1995, the Generation EqualityuRFoprovided an opportunityo implementthe
approaches ofmultilateralism through action advocated by the Presidenttioé Republicand
feminist diplomacy adopted more than three years ago. This effective multilateralism resulted in
concrete announcemestand the creation of lonterm multi-stakeholder partnershipsVore than

USD 40 billion in new fundingrasreleased and 1,000 commitments announced to support a global
plan to accelerate gender equalifycharting a coursef actionto obtain concrete and ambitious
results for women and girls by 2026 and addressingittingact of the Covidl9 crisis. In addition to

its role of mobilizing governments, international orgaations, the private sector and civil society,
which participatedfully in the governance of the Forunkrance made a series of international
commitments on priority issues.

1/ Commitments to gquarantee women's sexual and reproductive health and rights and freedom to
decide about their own bodies

France pledged an adiibnal EUR 100 million ovefive years for sexual and reproductive health

and rights,distributed as followsa contribution of EUR 90 million to the United Nations Population
Fund (UNFPA) to purchase and distribute contraceptives and sexual and repredbealth
products (UNFPA Supplies Programns)pport of EUR 5 million to an innovative programme:
Shaping Equitable Market Access for Reproductive Health (SEMA), hosted by AMREF, the African
Medical and ResedncFoundation;a contribution of EUR ®illion to the Orgarmation for Safe
Abortion Dialogu€dODAS) in West and Central Africa, led by the NGOdpdsupport for the Global
Partnership Forum on Comprehensive Sexuality Education (CSE) launched jointly by UNFPA and
UNESCOn addition to itsmultilateral commitments, tirough its bilateral action implemented by the
French Development Agendyrance will dedicate EUR 250 million to sexual and reproductive health
and rights over 5 years.

Francealso decided to makea new commitment of EUR 50 midn to the French Muskoka Fund
until 2026, with a view to reducing maternal and child mortality in West Africa.

2/ Commitments to ensure girls' education

France is strengthening its support for the Global Partnership for Education (GPE) to promote gende
equality in schools. As part of the replenishment of the Global Partnership for Education fund for the
period 20212026, France wilkontribute EUR 333 million to the Partnership, half of which will be
usedspecificallyfor actionsto promote the equality of girls and equality in educatian

3/ Commitment to defend and support women human rights defenders

The Forumprovided an opportunity for the President ofthe Republicto reaffirm the country's
support for women human rights defendersas attacks on journalists, academics, activists and
lawyers who dedicate their lives to fighting for fundamental rights and freedoans,continuing to
occur in many countries. The Presidenttoé Republiannounced the launch of théDefenders of
Freedom"initiative to support rights defenders and the orgaaiions that support them around the
world, and offer a reception facility in France for women and men whoeapeciallythreatened.
The first cohort of this programme will be reserved exclusively fanen rights defenders.



The Forum also provided an opportunity for France to put gender equality at the heart of all aspects
of its diplomacy by:

- Launching thdParis Call for Generation Equality Sport, together with UN Women and the
International Olympic Committee to improve gender equality in sport, resaly in new
commitments, including at national level;

- Initiating the process to create therst international ISO standard for gender equality
which will harmorge and strengthen begiractices on this issue;

- Creating &Charter to fight against gender stereotypes in the cultural and creatsestors
bringing together 76 signatories in 23 countries with a commeitt to change their
practices;

- Launching itghird National Action Planon Women, Peace and Securignd joining the
Compact on Women, Peace and Security and Humanitarian Action;

- Announcing the launch of the parliamentary processratify ILO Convention 190 on
violence and harassment in the world of work

- Joining forces witlthe WHO and the NGO "Women in Global Health" to launch a campaign
to improve the position of women in the health care sectabuilt around concrete actions
to address the issues brought to light by the crisis in relation to unequaksadoedecision
making positions and pay;

- Togetherwith the Agence francaise de DéveloppemeiRtgnch Development AgeneyAFD),
mobilizingthe Public Development Banks to finance gender equality, notably through the
launch of"2x Challengg a new mechaism for recording and tracking gendfrcused
financing by international companies.

For France, the Generation Equality Forum was an opportunitypuitd a strong and lasting
relationship with French and international feminist civil society organizationghich every day
continue the fight against conservatism on the groundhe Forum'ybrid format allowed more

than 500 civil society speakers to take the flahuring the 100 events orgaméd on the online
platform, and nearly 50,000 participants to contribute to the discussions. Through partnerships with
cultural institutions such as the Bibliothéque Nationale de France, the Institut du Monde Arabe, the
Centre Pompidou, the Institut National de I'Audiovisuel and khesée National de I'Histoire de
I'lmmigration, Pari®ecamethe world capital of Generation Equality.



