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Source : Guardian – Rebecca Ratcliffe (https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/oct/15/thailand-

uses-emergency-decree-to-ban-gatherings-after-bangkok-protests).  

 

*** 

Thailand uses emergency decree to ban gatherings after Bangkok protests  

Protest leaders arrested and publication of news that could harm national security banned as authorities 

crack down on dissent  

Thailand’s prime minister has declared a “severe” state of emergency in Bangkok, while police have 

arrested more than 20 people, including prominent protest leaders, in a crackdown on the country’s 

pro-democracy movement.  

Under the new emergency measures, gatherings of five or more people have been banned, as has the 

publication of news or online information that “could create fear” or “affect national security”. It 

follows a major rally on Wednesday, in which protesters repeated calls for democratic reforms, 

including to the country’s powerful monarchy.  

Early on Thursday morning, riot police advanced on protesters outside Government House, where they 

had camped to demand the resignation of prime minister Prayuth Chan-ocha.  

Protest leaders are among those arrested, including human rights lawyer Anon Nampa, and prominent 

student activists Parit Chiwarak, known as Penguin, and Panusaya Sithijirawattanakul, known as 

Rung.  

Thailand is still under a state of emergency that was introduced to control the spread of the 

coronavirus. The government said the new powers were a response to growing demonstrations and the 

obstruction of a royal motorcade on Wednesday, which was heckled by protesters. The government 

also cited economic damage and the risk of spreading coronavirus.  

“It is extremely necessary to introduce an urgent measure to end this situation effectively and 

promptly to maintain peace and order,” the decree said.  

According to Human Rights Watch, the new emergency measures allows police to detain the 

protesters without charge for up to 30 days with no access to lawyers or family.  

“Rights to freedom of speech and holding peaceful, public assemblies are on the chopping block from 

a government that is now showing its truly dictatorial nature,” said Phil Robertson, Deputy Director, 

Asia Division at Human Rights Watch.  

On Wednesday, tens of thousands of people took to the streets of Bangkok to call for the resignation 

of the prime minister, Prayuth, who first came to power during the 2014 coup. They have also 

demanded a new constitution, which they say unfairly allowed Prayuth to retain power during last 

year’s elections, and curbs to the power and wealth of the monarchy – an institution protected by a 

lese majesty law and long considered untouchable.  

 

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/oct/15/thailand-uses-emergency-decree-to-ban-gatherings-after-bangkok-protests
https://twitter.com/_jxbm/status/1316532025281572864
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/oct/14/thai-pro-democracy-protesters-confront-royal-visit-to-bangkok
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2014/aug/25/thai-king-endorses-coup-leader-prayuth-chan-ocha-prime-minister
https://www.theguardian.com/world/video/2020/oct/14/on-the-ground-with-penguin-the-thai-protest-leader-risking-jail-video
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/oct/13/panusaya-sithijirawattanakul-the-student-taking-on-thailands-monarchy-
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/oct/15/thailand-uses-emergency-decree-to-ban-gatherings-after-bangkok-protests

