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Qatar signals strategic shifts as Iranian diplomacy sways EU

hitp:/fenglish.al-gkhbar.com, March 10, 2014

When Belgian Foreign Minister Didler Reynders visited Iran on February 22, 2014, the Iranians
blatantly told him that the only solution in Syria would be to form a broad-based national unity
government comprising of representatives of both the regime and the opposition, but under
the leadership of President Bashar al-Assad.

The European official also heard harsh words from the Iranians about the role that Saudi Arabia and
Qalar have been playing in sponsoring terrorism. Iranian officials said that two Gull counlries,
encouraged by the international communily, were deslabilizing the region and thwarling all eflorls for
peace in Syria.

The Iranians also said 1hat funding terrorist groups would backfire on Saudi Arabia and Qatar, and
presented information, lists, and documenis of their support for lerrorists, mentioning that a brother of
Prince Bandar bin Sulian was Involved in funding them.

On February 26, only four days after the Belgian minister's visi, Qatari Foreign Minisier Khaled bin
Mohammed al-Atliyah arrived in Tehran, The minister, who has Syrian relatives, had starled out his
career as a fighier pilot, before he went inle politics, business, and law. Because of his background,
he probably underslood that going to Tehran was not only mandatory now, but urgent.

How couldn'l he have realized thal when Doha has been receiving reporis for some time thal Saudi
Arabla was planning to undermine the Qatari role and eliminale the Muslim Brotherhood's remalning
baslions?

Qatar's ambitions are justifiable, bul ils role was delicalely drawn on its behalf. Riyadh allowed Doha’s
ambitions lo run their course. The kingdom encouraged, supported, and suggesled lhal it was right
behind Qatar. Bul as soon as the Qalari role in France suffered a blow due 1o its funding of lerrorism
in Mali, Saudi Arabia moved in lo take its place. As soon as Qatar's role in Egypt suffered a setback
after the Muslim Brotherhood-led regime there was loppled, Saudi Arabla moved in to shower Field
Marshal Abdel Faitah al-Sisi wilh money and support.

Doha sen! officials to Damascus and Tehran, but its overtures were nol well-received, Whal is
required of Qatar is much more than a few publicized visits.

Two more blows came from Saudi Arabia. First, the ambassadors of Saudi, the UAE, and Bahrain

were recalled from Doha. Then, the Muslim Brotherhood was designaled by the Saudis as a lerrorist
organization. The media outlets funded by the two countries then proceeded 1o take part in the worsi

dispule in lhe history of their relations.

Qatar's strategic shift

fran is waiting, and so is Assad. The first is fTamous for its diplomacy and patience. The second brings
in a military option that has starled to 1urn the tide of the ongoing war.

The Qatari foreign minister went 1o Iran 1o offer a comprehensive deal that is currently under
consideration. The Qatari position on Assad remalns rigid, but everything Is now up for discussion.

Qalar’s financial and moral contribution in securing the release of the nuns kidnapped in Syria is
significant. The same can be said aboul olher similar developments, even if ihe details of which have
not been fully publicized, including Qatar's recent move fo curtall ils support for armed groups. Those
delails will come 1o light in the near fulure.

Iran on Lhe diplomatic track, Assad on the battlefield

On Sunday, Europe's foreign policy chief, Catherine Ashion, heard from Tehran the same things her
Belgian counterpart was told during his visil: the fight againsi terrorism is a priority, there must be a
political solution in Syria based on the premises menlioned earlier, and there musl be good faith on
the nuclear issue. Everylhing else can be discussed,

Ashton's response was more than encouraging to Iran as she said she was carrying a message of
goodwill from 28 European couniries. Ashton affirmed thai by overcoming this slage wilh fran will
allow them to address more strategic issues down the road.

Tehran is aware of Europe’s need for making compromises. In Iran's line of thinking, this is
acceptable, so let il be the starting point and the bargalning chip thal it can use wilh the Cbama



adminisiration.

Iran’s warm reception of Ashion, and olher European officials, is important and deliberate. It was
followed by an equally warm reception 1hat lhe U.S. extended lo Benjamin Netanyahu, the Israeli
premier who is pathologically obsessed with Iran.

Yabrud: By force or by negotiations

Assad does not wani July's presidential elections lo take place without first being in control of major
citles — including Aleppo.

The P5+1 negoflialions are progressing. The Syrian army, in parallel, is making progress on the
ground. Yabroud has zll but lallen, whether through negolialions or by force. The decision lo relake il
was made a while ago, yel without haste. Other strategic regions mighi fall {o the regime as well.
Assad does not want July's presidential elections lo take place without first being in control of major
cities — including Aleppo.

Washinglon and Tehran have been lrading accusalions during the negotiations, but this is to be
expected. Obama needs this 1o silence the Israeli lobby in Congress and reassure Israel. Tehran
needs it lo ease the hard-liners’ atlacks on the negotialors, The decision regarding the *gladiator's
flexibility” made by the Supreme Leader is irreversible, unless il proves to be detrimental to Iranian
interesls. So far, Tehran has gained much more than it expected in 2005,

The European officials who visited Iran heard lhe following: "We have the will to reach a final
agreement. Iran's sovereignty and rights as a signalory of the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of
Nuclear Weapons (NPT) musl be respecied when il comes lo nuclear enrichmeni. We are not
negotialing from a position of weakness. The sanclions did not kill Iran, but only made it more self-

reliant,”

The Europeans told the Obama administration: "Ease your threats if you want to negotiate. Do not
embarrass the negotiators.” At the same lime, Iranian officials told them unequivecally: “The bomb
does not benefit us. i runs againsl our faith. It even poses a threal to us.”

Iran is tesling the Wesl and vice versa. This is whal is al heart of the coming shifts in the region. If the
negotiations succeed, many lhings will change.

Meanwhile, Saudi Arabia is worried and justifiably se. The issue has 10 do with its future role on the
inlernational arena. Iran is now a cornerstone in the war on lerror. Therefore, Il was necessary for
Saudi Arabie to make a public volle-face shorily before Obama arrives in Riyadh this month by putting
several organizalions it once funded on Its terrorism list.

The Iranian-European negotialions also include Gaza and the fulure of Palestine. Western powers
realize thal Tehran is nol negotialing over the principle of resistance and setllements, and the
Europeans have begun sounding the alarm over the humanitarian crisis in Gaza.

Ashlon spoke aboul the dangers of the Israeli blockade and the continued closure of the crossings on
the Egyptian border. She said that Gaza must be {aken Inlo consideration during Palestinian-Israeli
talks. The Europeans are preparing to offer what they call an "unprecedented package” for both the
Palestinian and Israeli sides. This presupposes an agreement between them.

Do all these things allow Iran and its allies 1o be optimistic? Nol quite.

Whal if Weslern negolialors ask Iran to take addifional measures noi stipulated in the NPT? The
“gladiator's flexibility” will vanish, or turn inlo a showdown.

whal if nuclear inspections end up allowing NATO to spy on Iran’s conventional weapons? This is a
possibillty.

whal will Iran do wilh the law il passed in 2005, requiring the construction of 20 nuclear reaclors for
civilian purposes? These will all need uranium enrichment.

All of these quesiions are on the lable. Yet the European Unlon is looking for a way oul of such
predicaments. For inslance, European medialors proposed the idea of forming an international group
to supply lran with the nuclear material it needs. They believe {hat this would meel Iran's needs while
encouraging il to abandon uranium enrichment. lran has yel to approve and hasn'l suspended
produclion of heavy water in the reactor in Arak. Weslern powers fear this could help Iran produce
plutonium, which can be used to make nuclear weapons.

The lug of war conlinues,



Iran to Geneva Il

The Belgian minister, and then Ashion, proposed to integrate Iran again into the Geneva 2 lalks.
Tehran had moved negolialions from Geneva to Vienna, to prolesl the Wesiern posillon on Iran in

Geneva.

Iranian Assistant Foreign Minisler Hussein Amir Abdul-Lahian proposed (o a European foreign
minisier 1o mediate with Syria over humanitarian issues, and 1o create a Joinl Iranian-European-Syrian
{ollow-up committee. The Iranians said that they were exlending assistance to Syrian refugees,
especially in Jordan and Lebanon. The Iranians also spoke about their role and Hezbollah’s in
brokering reconcilialions in Syria. There were also discussions over possible cooperation between Lhe
Syrian Red Crescen! and the European Red Cross.

These strategic developments involving Iran and Europe coincided wilh an increasing Iranian-Turkish
rapprochemeni. Recep Tayyip Erdogan is in need of Tehran, amid his feud with former ally and
present enemy, preacher Fethullah Gulen, There were also talks with Russia recently o safeguard the
rights of the Tatar minority in Ukraine. Qatari-Turkish-Iranian meetings, even ones involving Russia
too, are no longer far-felched. So how will 1his be translated on the ground in Syria?

Things are clearer than before. lranian Fareign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif will hold further
meelings with Ashion until July. By then, it would be time for Syrian presidential elections.

Things in Ukraine will be clearer loo by then: Either they will deleriorale further inviling mare firmness
by Vladimir Pulin, or there will be de-escalation, bringing aboul betler conditions for broader
negoliations. The Europeans lold Tehran that they were not enthusiastic about escalation with Pulin
and were inclined lo seek settlements.

Also, lhe mllitary situation in Syria would have become clearer by then. Everylhing therefore indicales
thal the coming months will be crucial, critical, bul also full of promising possibililies.



Qatar: regional backwater to global player
BBC News, 7 January 2013

‘Known for being unknown'; such was Qatar, the liny Persian Guif state that often appeared merely
as an appendage to Its neighbour Saudi Arabia. Membars of Qatar's ruling Al Thani family had so
often deferred to Riyadh for fear of causing tension or attracting undue attention to themselves,

Quiel and Inoffensive was lhe modus operandi of the Qataris for 5o long. Rich in cil and gas, they were
poor in manpower and the state resources necessary lo defend themselves against the region’s dominant
powers.

Bul lhe Emirate has seen a remarkable transformation in receni years.

Qetar is everywhere, ulilising its immense wealth to buy skyscrapers, football clubs, hofels, rare art
collectlons, suppori rebellions in the Arab region, and play a ceniral role in the diplomatic affairs of Arab

politics.

Palace coup

So why has this counlry, so long a regional backwaler, become a player on the global stage?

Today's Qatar is the producl of 17 years of slable rule by Emir Hamad bin Khalifah Al Thani, who took
power from his father Khalifah in the most peaceable of coups.

Old Khalifah - contenl lo spend his days on the French Riviera - did not possess the ambitions of his son,
whose desire 1o secure Qalar was sharpened by the experience of Saddam's 1990 Invasion of Kuwait, a
slmitarly tiny hydrocarbon rich state surrounded by larger rivals,

The ability of Saddam's forces to overrun the Emirate set in motion a series of iniliatives by the then
Crown Prince Hamad 1o ensure lhai his own nation did nol meel the same fate.

To be secure Qatar could no longer be the gquiet man of the Gulf, it had to become useful lo a world who
would then have a vested interest in protecting il.

Most important of all it should be useful 1o the Uniled Stales, the only power capable of securing Qatar's
survival.

Knowing US presence on Saudi soll after the Gulf War was untenable, Qalar provided the perfecl
alternalive and a US base was established on Qatari soil in 1992,

it has since become the Headquarters of Cenlcom, responsible for coordinaling US operatlons in both Irag
and Afghanistan.

Reform and transformation

Bul belng useful to the world involves more than just having troops on your solt.

The future Emir realised that in order for the word to nolice Qalar, il would have 1o make ilself noliced.

Hamad's assumption of power in 1995 heralded Immediate changes.

He eslablished Al Jazeera the Arab world's ubiquitous television network, and began programmes to
upgrade Qatar's educational, heallhcare and infrastructure facililles funded by masslve Increases In
hydrocarbon production.

More recently the country bid for and successfully won the right to host the Asian Games in 2006 and he
FIFA World Cup in 2022, This once closed off and quiet country is now cpening its amms 10 the world.
Qalar has seen an influx of inslitutes, art galleries, think lanks and research cenires that also serve lo
build civic and cullural dialogue in the country.

Discussions of issves of the day, parliculany amongst the youth, are encouraged. Cenlires of academic
excellence regularly hold debates about foreign policy issues and domestic concerns facing the country.



Wealth and privilege

Qataris, iraditionally a highly passive and apaihetic people when dealing with political questions, are now
being imbued with a sense thal they must begin 1o contribule more.

Ideas are seeping into this mos traditional of Islamic societies from all over the world. Qatar is becoming a
melting pot for modernism and iradilional Islamic values.

Young Qataris grow up in lhis environment and into a land of weaith and privilege very different from (heir
parenis, mosi of whom experienced so liltie of the modern world that they did nol even know Iheir own
date of birth.

Where older generations favoured traditionalism, younger generalions consistently push back the fronliers
of social norms,

Even in this most conservalive of countries it is nol unusual to see young men and women holding hands
or dating in public spaces, much to the chagrin of the country’s tradillonal and religiously conservative
families.

Understandably this has not been a wholly comfortable process.

Qataris know the tale of their nex! door neighbour Dubai, who by opening Its arms 1o the world subsumed
traditional Emirati culture in favour of westernisaiion, and all the vices lhat came with il.

Beneath all the gleaming buildings and money Qalarls are still a {raditional people. Islam is still important

in their lives and whilst they openly embrace many of the benefits of globalisation \here is an gttempt {o
limit the Western vices thal swept inlo Dubai,

Hybrid state

Furthermore, in the Qatar of 2012 the locals make up jusl 15% of the population of the counlry. Asserting
their culture in the face of an overwhelming influx of foreigners is an issue of crucial importance to Qataris.

Qalar will not become another Dubai Is the oft-repealed phrase that you hear from the local population,
With ultraconservalive Rlyadh to the West, and effusively liberal Dubai to the Easl, Qatar seeks instead 1o
become a genuine hybrld state that manages lo conserve Gulf culture and tradition, but with more open
and loleranl social atlitudes.

The pathway may take some years 1o navigale and may be z little bumpy along the way. The influx of one
million alcohol-fuelled football fans in 2022 Is a cause for some concern. Quite how Qalaris will tolerate
the sighl of openly drunk foreigners walking around their streets is a question ne one yel has an answer
to.

In foreign affairs the country has also become hyperactive. The Arab Spring has marked a tuming polni for
Qatar in the eyes of the world.

The Emirale has ridden on the wave of popular movements across the region and actively supporied the

fall of dictators in both Libya and Syria. ll has supported growing populist Islamisl movements across the
region with money, diplomatic aclion and even wesapons,

Qalar's altempis lo solve the Arab world's problems have met with mixed reactions, especially from those
who believe Qalar operates a double standard in its attempis 1o suppor revolutions against dictators in
the Arab world, or place itself in the middle of diplomatic disputes in other countries.

lis after all still an absolule monarchy and whilst proposed elections in 2013 may be the first major step in
renegotlaling the bargain between citizen and state it is unclear just how far that process will be continued
in coming years,

Breakneck speed

However the palh forged by Qatar's ruling ellte has merged the priorities of foreign pollcy with the need for
domestic change, and the two seemingly separale spheres are more inlerinked than many oulsiders
think.

The regional aspirations of the Emir to change the Arab world into a more active, capable and effective



collective is alsc reflected in the sccial changes that he seeks to inculcale intlo his own cillzenry.

The adventurism in foreign affairs and the rapid developmenl at home siem from the same basic premise;
1o push the Arabs inlo a more engaged, ‘'modern’ and globally competilive people, first by encouragement
and financial inducement, bul also by force if necessary.

Qatar is the product of incredlble oil and gas weallh, a ruling elite with a vision, and a local population
willing to accept the dictales of that elile.

The counlry is moving at breakneck speed away from its past and lowards a new and unknown fulure. il
has its share of plaudits and delraclors alike, but what cannct be denied is thal Qatar is now on the map

and is deslined 1o be for some lime yel.



Diplomacy in the Gulf - No one is happy
The Economist, March 8th 2014

BARACK OBAMA already faced a long and tricky agenda for his visit lo Saudi Arabla scheduled for
later this month. Sixty-nine years afler Franklin Roosevell and King Abdu! Aziz bin Saud, the country's
founder, forged an alliance aboard an American cruiser in the Suez canal, the two nations find
themselves at odds not only over such perennial irritanls as Israel and human rights, bul increasingly
over newer issues, from Gulf security to the Syrian civil war and 1o post-revolutionary froubles in
another prickly ally of America, Eqypt.

Saudi Arabia has now added yet another complication. Along with its close allies Bahrain and the
United Arab Emirates (UAE), the kingdom on March 5th abruplly recalled its ambassador to Qalar.
That small emirate, which juls oul of Saudi Arabia like a tiny thumb from a big fist, is nol only a fellow
member of the Guif Co-operation Council (GCC), a six-country club of oil-rich Arab monarchies. Qatar
also happens 1o hosl the Combined Air and Space Operations Centre, the most critical of the
constellation of American military bases around the Gulf, together serving some 35,000 American
troops, that have leng shielded the GCC and acted as a prod to their mutual Toe, Iran.

This diplomatic tiff between Arabs may well be contained. Afier all, Saudi Arabia suspended lies with
Qatar for several years in the 1980s in anger at the overthrow of & friendly emir by his son, Sheikh
Hamad al-Thanl, father of the current ruler, Sheikh Tamim. Qatar responded to the lalest rebuke with
mild “regrel and surprise*, saying its own envoys would stay put in *brotherly* GCC capitals.

Cui them off?

Bul the row has been brewing for some time, and could get worse. Rumours suggesl the Saudis have
quietly threatened to seal their border with Qatar, the emirate's sole land link to the outside world, as
well as lo close Saudi airspace to Qalar-bound flights. This would bother the Americans, who co-
ordinate all their milltary activity in the air space between Syrla and Afghanistan from their base in

Qatar.

The reasons for Saudi fury are plain. Starting with the launch of Qatar's noisy Al Jazeera saleliile
channel in 1996, the emirate’s openness 1o Arab political dissenters (except from within the emirate
itsell) has rubbed up against Its autocratic nelghbour. Anger grew with the outbreak of the Arab spring
in 2011, not only because the Saudis (and most other Arab monarchies) saw the uprisings as a threat,
but because Qatar has doggedly and generously backed the re-emergent Muslim Brotherhood n
every ensuing contest, from Libya and Tunisia 1o Egypt and Syria. The Saudis, and perhaps even
more so the UAE, have long viewed the Brotherhood as a subversive cult whose pan-Islamic Ideclogy
and secrelive, cell-llke structure pose a singular danger.

When the Brothers won eleclions In Egypl in 2012, Qatar poured in money 1o prop up their man,
President Muhammad Morsi. Since Egypt's generals overthrew him iast year, the Saudis, Kuwaitis
and other allies have sloshed in far more cash. Qaltar, meanwhile, has served as a haven for fugitives
from Egypt, including hardened jihadist extremisis as well as besuiled Brotherhood politiclans. Al
Jazeera's Arabic channels, demonised in Egypt to the poinl thal staff in its independently run English-
language division are being tried as lerrorists, have become lonely pulpils for the Brotherhood. Al
Jazeera's star preacher, Yousef al-Qaradawi, rails against Arab regimes thal he says were complicil in
the “crimes” of Egypt's coup leaders. Mr Qaradawi lives happily in Qatar. '

An explanalory joint stalemenl from Saudi Arabia, Bahrain and the UAE accused Qatar of breaching a
pledge, made by Sheikh Tamim in November, o tone down such inveclive and “abide by the principle
of non-interference in other countries' intemal affalrs™. Less officially they are said to be demanding
the expulsion or extradition of Islamist exiles. On March 3rd a court in the UAE sentenced a Qalari
doctor fo seven years in prison for alleged canspiracy, in lhe latest of several trials targeting suspecled
Brotherhood cells. Saudi Arabia for ils part recently banned Brotherhood works from the Riyadh Book
Fair and blocked suspecled members from preaching in mosques.



iMr Obama will have lo tread carefully. He must convince iran that America’s Gulf alliance remains
sirong, while persuading fissiparous Arab doubters thal America, hoping for a nuclear deal with Iran
and simultaneously reducing ils armed forces and seeking to "pivol” towards Asia, has nol gone soft
on whal the Arabs see as a Persian threal. Mr Cbama must also explain his reticence 10 help either
Syrian rebels or Egypl's generals, even as his Gull allies press for a bigger commilment. Mr

Roosevelt, by comparison, had it easy.



Diplomatic crisis as Gulf states withdraw ambassadors from Qatar
The Financial Times, March 5, 2014

Saudi Arabia, the United Arab Emirates and Bahrain have withdrawn their ambassadors from
neighbouring Qalar, as frustration over the gas-rich emirate's maverick foreign policy prompts the werst
intra-Gulf diplomatic crisis in recent history.

The three nalions, which are seeking to marginalise their neighbour's support for political Islam in 1the
region, ciled Qatar's unwillingness lo adhere 1o agreements of the 32-year-old six-member Gulf Co-
operation Council as the reason for recalling their envoys, according o the official Seud! Press Agency.

Riyadh, Abu Dhabi and Manama also asked Doha, which has been a big backer of 1he Islamist Muslim
Brotherhood group, not ta “support any party aiming to threalen security and stability of any GCC
member".

They accused Qatar of failing 1o agree on a unified policy Io "ensure non-interference, direclly or indirectly,
in the internal affairs of any member state” afler il failed to sign up lo a common securlty pact al a GCC
foreign ministers meeting in Riyadh on Tuesday.

Qatar's cabinel in a statemenl said lhat the ambassadors’ withdrawal had been driven by “a difference in
positions on issues out of the GCC,” reiterating its commitment to the six-member group, adding that it
would not reciprocate and withdraw its ambassadors.

The diplomatic crisis, a rare escalation of behind-lhe-scenes negotiation into a damaging public spat,

poses the most severe challenge of the short reign of the young Qatari emir, Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad al-
Thani. The sheikh mel the rulers of Saudi Arabia and Kuwait in November, promising a new face to

Qatar's foreign policy.

“The new emir promised 1hings would change, and he failed to deliver,” said Abdulkhaleq Abduliah, a
UAE-based polilical scientist, referring to @ meeting held between Sheikh Tamim and the Saudi and

Kuwaili rulers last November.
*There is a desire lo sanction Qatar politicaily and diplomatically.”

Gulf states had believed the new emir would promole a more consensual approach to foreign policy, co-
ordinating more closely with his GCC neighbours, rather than striking out on major policy initiatives alone.

"Qatar has been warned a number of limes by GCC couniries thai its policies, particularly with regard 1o
ihe Muslim Brotherhood, ran counter 1o the critical securily interests of the region,” said Michael Stephens,
researcher at the Royal Uniled Services institute in Qalar. “As a result the GCC nations have taken an
unprecedented slep to haul Qalar back info line, and further escalatory steps could be taken in future.”

Last month, the UAE rebuked lhe Qalari ambassador in Abu Dhabt after Sheikh Qaradawi, the spiritual
leader of lhe Muslim Brotherhood whe is based In Qatar, attacked the UAE for not supporting Islamlc
government,

The UAE's crackdewn on domesiic Islamists has over the pasi couple of years prompted several
disagreements, many of them on social media, between emiratis and Sheikh Qaradawi and his

supporters.

Abu Dhabi this week convicled a Qatari national, dubbed a prisoner of consclance by Amnesly
International, for aiding a banned UAE Islamist group lhat the authorilies claim is linked to the

brotherhood.
So far Qatar has not bowed o initial pressure from Abu Dhabl over Sheikh Qaradawi's comments, says
Andrew Hammond, a policy fellow at the European Council on Foreign Relations.

"Qatar does not want to allow Saudi and the UAE 1o diclale policy,” says Mr Hammond. *Qatar is
convinced il is stending up for just causes, such as Egyp!, as well as its interventions in Libya and Syria.”

The ousting of Egypt’s Mohamed Morsi, Lhe country's first elected president who was a member of the
Muslim Brotherhood, has become the biggest flashpoint in GCC-Qalar relations.



The UAE, Saudi Arabia and Kuwail have generously supporied the mililary-backed interim regime led by
Field Marshall Abdel Fatlah al-Sisi. Qatar, a financial supporter of Mr Morsi’'s government, has crilicised

the manner in which the president was deposed.

The three Gull stales have also been pushing Doha to rein in its popular pan-Arab satellite channel, Al
Jazeera, which they accuse of promoting an Islamist and Mustim Brotherhood agenda. Three Al Jazeera
journalists are facing trial in Cairo on charges of belonging to the "lerrorist™ Muslim Brotherhood.

The channel's reporling sparked another bilateral spal with Saudi Arabia, which recalied its ambassador
from Doha between 2002 and 2007.

Oman, which does nol lend to co-ordinale closely with the other Gull monarchies, and Kuwail did nol
withdraw their ambassadors.

N2



Qatar crisis could go two ways: ‘diplomacy or sanctions’
Gulf News, March 6, 2014

Abu Dhabi: The withdrawal of three Guif envoys [rom Qatar has generaled much speculation as 1o
how the situation will turn oul, culminating in two major analyses.

The two opposing views maintain thal either Gulf diplomacy will succeed in stemming the fide of
conflict, or that the crisis is prime for deleriorating further as time passes.

“Taking the Gulf Cooperation Council to a political abyss serves nobody's interests. The peoples and
leaders of the GCC member states should have a clear awareness of Just how lethal a threal the
abyss polilics pose to everyone,” said Dr Yousuf Al Hassan, a leading Emirati political analyst.

The UAE, Saudi Arabia and Bahrain have called back their ambassadors from Qaiar on Wednesday,
citing contravention with GCC accords as the reason for the move.

The three couniries maintained the six GCC members had agreed not o support “anyone threatening
the security and stabilily of the GCC whelher as groups or individuals — via direcl security work or
through political influence, and not lo support hostile media”.

The recalling of the countries’ envoys was “lo prolect their securily and stability,” according to a
slaiemenl issued by Lhe three countries.

Dr Al Hassan siressed rebuilding bridges with Doha is likely 1o come o fruition as time passes with
mediation by Kuwait and possibly Oman, and as lhe organisations the Qalaris bel on decline and die
away, he said, referring lo the Muslim Brotherhood which Qatar purporiedly suppors.

"Nalurally, we hope for the end of conflict with Doha because there is no complaisance with regards to
resorting to sanctions against the Qatari regime,” Dr Al Hassan said.

His commenis echoed those of Dr Abdullah Al Tamimi, who tweeted: “Iran is the only beneficlary of
the dispute [wilh Qatar}, for there will be no winner among the GCC couniries.”

Dr Mohammad Al Hadla agreed and posted on his twitier account: “[The withdrawal of the envoys
from Qalar] Is an overdue bul prudent move by far-sighted leaders. It's an effective action againsl the
Qalari leadership which opted o push the GCC into the abyss."

However, Dr Abdui Khaleq Abdullah, a leading political analysl, said the unprecedented move by the
Ihree GCC members was made after (heir leaders ran oul of patience lowards Qalar's policies
supporling the Muslim Brotherhood movement and breaching the Gulf Cooperation Coungil's policies
and posilions, particularly lowards Egypt.

"Qatar could face sanctions clamped by the Gulf countries, including the closing of borders with Qalar,
and airspace lo il if Doha doesn't slop supporting the Muslim Brotherhood,” Dr Abdullah told Guif

News.
Or Abdullah did not rule oul the freezing of the relationship belween 1he three GCC counlries and

Qalar,

He said leaders of the three Gulf countries believe that the Qatari Emir Shaikh Tamim Bin Hamad Al
Thani did not abide by the agreemenl he signed in a Navember summit In Riyadh in the presence of
the Emir of Kuwait Shaikh Sabah Al Ahmad three moniths ago to stop the use of the Qalari soil in
aclions that harm the interests of the Gulf countries.

Cr Abdullah noted thal Saudi Arabia would lead any such sanclions agains Qatar, citing Saudi
accusalion of Doha of supporling Al Houthi rebels in Yemen with money and weapons through one of
the Qatari ruling family, as well as supporting the Muslim Brotherhood in the Kingdom.

Dr Ebtisam Al Kilbi, Chairperson of {he Emirales Policy Centre, agreed and said the GCC countries
made the move after they exhausted all means to bring Qatar back inlo the GCC's fold.

"It seems that the Qalaris are not aware that the Muslim Brotherhood movement is over. Neither
Qalar, nor its allies, would be able lo lurn back time,” Dr Ebtisam said.

Dr Eblisam added that neither Turkey, nor the Muslim Brotherhood would do any good 1o Doha. "Only
sisterly Gulf countries are the real supporiers of Qatar at good and bad times. Even the United Stales
would not prefer Qatar to Saudi Arabia and other GCC countries,” Dr Ebtisam said.

Ali Jasem, a veleran member of the Federal Nalional Council, agreed sanclions againsi Qaiar would
be an option down the line, because “there is no compromise when il comes 1o the Gulf security and
stabilily.”

Mohammad Al Marar, a UAE cilizen, went all the way to calling for military action against Qatar “Ii is
nol enough to call back our envoys from Doha, we [lhe GCC mem bers] should launch a military sirike
against Qatar to teach it a lesson aboul its aclual size and standing,” he said.

Suggesting another difficult aclion against Qatar, Khalifa Mohammad tweeted: “Should Qatar pursue
ils schemes [against security of GCC countries), il will be thrown out of the GCC."

His sentiments were echoed by Hamdan Al Shamsi, who expressed the hope that "the next step will
be driving Qatar away from the GCC."






