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International Conference in Support of Afghanistan

Excellency,

We have the honour to invitc your government to take part in the International Conference in
Support of Afghanistan to be held at ministcrial level in Paris on 12 June 2008.

This Conference, following on from the 2006 London Conference and the adoption of the
Afghanistan Compact, is an occasion for us all to demonstrate solid and long-term political commitment
to the people of Afghanistan. It will show that we have a political, integrated and delivery-oricated
approach to the challenges facing \fghanistan, while continuing our shared commitment to overcome

extremism.

In this perspective, the Conference will be an opportunity to look at the political, strategic and
financial dynamics of the long-term partnership between Afghanistan and the international commuanity.

One of the main purposes of the Confercnce is to launch the Afghan National Devclopment
'imtegyLiNl)S)dcvelopdb;thc Afghan Government for the next five years. This document marks an
important step for Afghanistan. [t provides us with a roadmap for the further devclopment of the
country. In Pags, we should commit ourselves to making use of this new tool.

By doing so we would contribute to fulfilling the vision of the Afghanistan Compact, which
remains the basis for our cfforts. Achievements have been made in 2 number of areas and the
Conference will in this regard show the progress achicved by the Afghan Government and people since
2001 with the support of the international community.

But more progress is now urgently required in key sectors. Taken together, the roadmap of the
ANDS and the record to date of the Afghanistan Compact should help us set the priorities for our future
work.

Successful implementation of the ANDS will require clear commitments by all: to provide the
resources required to implement the ANDS; to increase aid cffectivencss; to show readiness to
coordinate in 2 more cffective way; and to cnsure the right level of accountability both towards the

\fghan people and public opinions of all countries involved in Afghanistan.

On this basis, our deliberations in Paris should be delivery-oriented. Our cfforts should
conceatrate on how we can best support the ANDS and priority areas in a focused way, with a
nationwide perspective. Aid must be more efficient, predictable and international support prioritised.

In Paris, we will also address key political challenges which will be of critical importance to
sustain progress in development and security:

We should continue our efforts to strengthen good governance, respect for the rule of law and
counter narcotics activities, which are so imporant for the sustainability of all our efforts and for a
successful process of Afghanisation.






