What means can French cooperation
use in combating desertification?

FRENCH STRATEGY FOR
COMBATING DESERTIFICATION

Combating desertification
and soil degradation: a world issue
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France devotes an average of nearly €35 million per year to combating desertification. The funds are
allocated to field projects, research work and institutional support for countries and regional and
multilateral institutions. In conformity with the priority awarded to the French priority solidarity
zone (ZSP), actions are concentrated in Africa and the Mediterranean area.

All French institutional
players are mobilised

France provides technical
assistance and expertise for the
various international and regional
institutions involved in combating
desertification (World Bank, Global
Mechanism, CILSS, 0SS).

Actions funded by AFD form

over half of French efforts

in combating desertification
(currently nearly €20 million per
year). The projects carried out with
an impact on desertification cover
local development, the concerted
management of natural resources,
conservation agriculture, support for

transhumance livestock farming, etc.

The French Global Environment
Facility, a bilateral public fund

for the protection of the world
environment, was reconstituted

for the period 2007 - 2010 with
objectives of annual financial
commitments of €20 million. The
funding of innovative field projects
for the combating of desertification
is the target of 8 to 15% of FFEM
funds, that is to say between
€1.6 and €3 million.

In this context, the share of funding
implemented by the NGOs and

the other civil society players will
be increased by the development

of programmes of the ‘call for
initiatives’ type.
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New funding prospects

Other prospects are taking shape
in the context of adaptation to
climate change. France will make
sure that the actions taken

to combat desertification and
soil degradation are covered

by funds already assembled by
virtue of the United Nations
Framework Convention on
Climate Change (Least Developed
Countries Fund and Special
Climate Change Fund) or planned
for the future (the Adaptation
Fund associated with the Kyoto
Protocol).

In sub-Saharan Africa, combating
desertification and adapting to
climate change in rural areas
requires the same types of field
action. France will support these
countries so that they have
access to projects aimed at both
adaptation to climate change and
combating desertification.

Average annual French
commitments for combating
desertification (€m)

A. Structuring research
and civil society, support
for regional bodies

B. National field projects
C. Local projects

D. Research projects
(IRD and CIRAD)

E. Multilateral activities (Support
for Convention bodies, GEF, etc.)
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France supports scientific research efforts and
all scientific cooperation in the combat against
desertification, in particular through the French
Scientific Committee on desertification (CSFD)
set up in 1997. This committee mobilises

the French scientific community, aids the
ministries in charge of the convention on
combating desertification (Ministry of Foreign
and European Affairs, Ministry of Ecology

and Sustainable Development and Town and
Country Planning, Ministry for Higher Education
and Research) in defining the priorities of French
action and disseminates research results. It is
made up of 19 scientists appointed on a personal
basis by the ministries.

With support from the Ministry of Foreign and
European Affairs and AFD, the CSFD held an
international workshop on ‘The cost of inaction
and investment opportunities in arid, semi-arid
and sub-humid areas’ in Rome in December
2006. This was attended by development
agencies, ministries, operators and scientists.
It is now shown that:

B At the national level, annual economic losses
resulting from land degradation amount to some
0.5 to 1.5% of the GNP of the most seriously
affected countries.

In the long term, land
degradation causes
increased poverty and loss
of know-how. Losses of
natural capital as a result
of land degradation lead
to losses of intangibles—

B At the local level, some rates of return
on investment in combating desertification
attain 30%.

Investing in arid land is therefore
economically, socially and environmentally
profitable. However, a number of conditions
seem necessary in order to attract public or
private investors, including the improvement
and stability of public policies in key domains:
investment, land tenure security, agricultural
prices, education, health and civil peace.

The CSFD participates in running an
international network devoted to these
questions.

More information can be found at:
www.csf-desertification.org
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AND SOIL DEGRADATION

Enhancing the
implementation of actions
that directly benefit

the populations affected
by desertification

France

rooperatinn

Desertification and soil degradation have a direct effect on the world heritage and the struggle
to control the phenomenon is one of the major issues for the years to come. France has
undertaken to support the efforts made by the countries threatened by ratifying the United
Nations Convention to Combat Desertification (UNCCD). This was adopted in Paris in 1994

and ratified by 191 countries.

A problem of development
and environment

Desertification is often presented
as the natural extension of existing
deserts but this is not so. It is

a process of gradual loss of soil
productivity and the exhaustion

of plant cover caused first of all

by human activities. These are

as follows in descending order of
importance: over-grazing, poor land
management and the excessive
harvesting of firewood. Soil
productivity decreases by as much as
50% in some regions.

It is a global phenomenon: 40%
of the land area of the world is
concerned, with two-thirds of
this already affected and 10 to
20% seriously degraded. The
countries most exposed are the
African countries, both north and
south of the Sahara, and especially
the Sahel countries and eastern
and southern Africa. Desertification
affects a third of humanity, that is
to say two billion people. Present
climate changes risk aggravating the
process and its socioeconomic and
environmental consequences.

As desertification leads to a
reduction of biodiversity and a
decrease in carbon fixation

in the soil and in plants,
desertification affects

world public goods. It thus
concerns the developed

The zones most severely
affected by desertification
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affected by desertification

countries in addition to the
countries directly affected.

Here, the sustainable development
of rural areas enhancing the
maintaining of the agricultural,
pastoral and forestry activities

of hundreds of million of people
living on several billion hectares

of land that is affected by or at
risk from degradation, is a major
challenge. Fighting desertification
helps to attain the Millennium
Development Goals: reducing
extreme poverty and hunger and
ensuring a sustainable environment.

A strategic approach
by French cooperation

In the light of these issues, France
adopted a strategic framework
setting its priorities in combating
desertification and soil degradation,
with the main objective of
enhancing the implementation

of actions that directly benefit
the populations affected by
desertification. For this, France
operates at all levels from the
international to the local in order to
create a favourable context for the
implementation of concrete actions
for combating desertification.
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Taking action at the international level An integrated strategy: from international to local Acting at the local level

Working for a greater awareness of the combat against desertification Enhancing decentralisation

and involving civil society in the North and the South Acting at regiona] and sub-regional scales Acting at the national level and the emergence of civil society LcD
IREMLCD: :
ivil society
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framework for addressing world environmental questions and drafting global policies. Thus, THE SEVERE.DR.OUGHTS in sub-Saharan implemented in synergy with the other programmes related to the environment (biodiversity, climate livestock and crop farmers— is a desertl
France, in liaison with the European Union, is active in international bodies (United Nations, Zgjellf:eif;?;;sﬁii?ionsglii:;ttrlil:s k- change), the alleviation of poverty and rural development. The strengthening of state structures, of prerequisite for successful actions
GEF, World Bank, etc.) and in frameworks for multi-donor dialogues (the TerrAfrica Initiative, the T decentralisation and of good governance processes is required for better participation of civil society £ = batinard SO

. : i . e . : cientific or combating desertification.
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: i ; jdarity par - k a -
b France thus provides support in particular solidarity P implementation of sustainable management practices for natural resources. spirit, dynamism and initiatives Afrique sahélienne (IREMLCD)
CARI for the work of the Sahara and Sahel © K. Naudin

W Strengthen the capacities of the M Influence the strategic
negotia?otrs of the lezst develbfped orier{tations of the muﬂilateral et anent W Support the development of M Develop and promote systems
Inter-State Committee for Drought Control policies and national strategies and techniques for the sustainable

countries, in Africa especially, so institutions by supporting the . x =
RSHEY, can liFucngaiiteinat CnalM Convention apparatus andiby in the Sahel (CILSS). for combating desertification that management of natural resources

The Initiative Régionale
As the main players in combating Environnement Mondial et Lutte
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are guarantees of the success of projects. France thus acts g amme has_rgceived
in favour of the decentralised management of natural Rcng, of €3 millIRffomsiHE
resources and the emerging of civil society so that actions to e ] Enviogeen.

= : _— : Facility (FFEM). Since 2003,
combat desertification are of direct benefit to the populations

The Sahara and Sahel Observatory is an autonomous
international organisation grouping more than
20 African countries, several European countries

N > - : : integrated in the priorities of by strengthening national research ! o this programme implemented
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formulate relevant desertification g sub-regional processes of implementation of the 11 and the training of technicians, by

The international e et and' corpbating desertification) prevention of food and drought risks, accompanying UNCCD in particular through the strengthening . > identifying alterative occupations contribute to the implementation
forum Désertif'Actions: control themes and to disseminate (Objective 3). member-countries for the implementation of T Sy o EE Y of national action plans for

désertification et société civile  knowledge. Contacts between NGO, to agriculture that generate income

4 e g S ) L mbating desertification via
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projects by increasing the awareness  know-how (Objective 10). These projects combine the

and strengthening the capacities combating of desertification and
of local stakeholders, including - o poverty alleviation.

crop farmers’ and livestock farmers’ ;

should therefore be fostered
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Implementation is supported by two horizontal

term environmental trends.

The French Development Agency (AFD), the

French Global Environment Facility (FFEM) and

the Ministry of Foreign and European Affairs have
provided their support for the adaptation and
dissemination of sustainable agriculture within the

Civil society organisations now participate in
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